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WHAT  THE  SHEEP  MUST  BE 


:J 


Sheq), breeding  is  decreasing  throughout  the  entire  worW   :,n^ 

Hcr  1.000,000  heads  where  it  now  nonibers  only  600000   In  1901 
the^re  were  396  sheep  per  1000  inhabitants,  in  191i™were  o^y 

The  decrease  is  due  to  different  reasons:  diseases  on  poor  Iv 
drained  lamls.  lack  of  good  fences,  distraction  by  d^s  and  other 
animals  and  the  lack  of  technical  advice. 

di  Jra;s°S:^r^fr^'" "-'' '''  "^""^"  ^"^  --^  ^-  "^- 

Since  the  last  few  years  the  Dominion  and  Provincial  Dent's  of 
agr^ulture  seem  to  have  made  sheep  raising  more  prosjL  o^^  The 
high  prices  of  mutton,  wool  production  facilities  of  raisE^g.  the  u tili! 
sation  of  poor  dry  lands,  the  destruction  of  weeds,  the  production  of 
a  rich  easily  kept  manure  are  reasons  which  decide  the  farmer  to 
give  more^atteniion  to  sheep  breeding. 

produce.     The  type  of  mutton  demanded  by  the  market  is  the  one 
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THE  MARKET  DEMANDS 


U, .'  ^'""/"""S^  ^"f ''^^^'  ^^"  <l«velopped.  fleshy  with  an  even  distri- 
bution of  fat  not  deposited  in  lumps:  with  the  ,uick  maturing  En- 
ghsh  breeds  of  sheep  :  (southdown.  Shropshire,  hampshire.  oxford 

T^mh  Tk'^::,  ""'^  "^'^'^  '""^  mark  et'on  this  point 
The  lambs  x>i  all  breeds  weigh  75  to  100  at  9^^  months  old. 

The  production  of  this  lamb  is  advantageous  because  the  voun- 
ger  the  animal  the  less  the  tb.  of  meat  will  cost. 

ReturnTHr"!,^'  ^'''"?  ^"^  '■''"'^'  ""^  "^  ^«^  conformation. 
Returns  depend  upon  the  state  of  condition  but  also  upon  confor- 
mation whurh  must  permit  the  production  of  cuts  the  most  in  demand 

teT^hou'  ''^'r!  ':"^  ''^'  ^'^  ^""^"^"^^-     '^he  leg  and  JoinTpor 

teMiouse  are  much  m  demand.  One  would  be  safe  in  saying  that  the 
hind  quar  ers  and  all  that  is  back  of  the  three  first  ribs  have  a  much 
higher  value  than  the  fore^juarters. 

Apart  from  the  market  exigencies,  the  breeder  will  use  for 
breeding,  animals  of  a  healthy  and  vigorous  constitution  Wool,  though 
being  of  secondary  importance  must  not  be  neglected,  and  must  re- 
ceive due  consideration  in  selecting  breeding-stock. 

We  shall  divide  this  lecture  in  two  parts   : 

l.-What  conformation  in  relation  to  meat  production  must  be. 

2.— What  the  fleece  must  be. 


Diagrai.1  showing  relative  of  diiferent  cuts 
gigot:  leg. 

fijet:   loin  or  porter-house, 
cotes:   ribs, 
poitrine:  breast, 
jambe:   fore-leg. 
cpaule;   shoulder  or  chuck 
cou:  nedc. 
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CONFORMATION 


By  standing  in  fnmt  of,  l)v  makins;  a  step  towards  or  away  from ; 
or  a  stq)  to  on*  side  of  the  sheep  one  can  easily  examine  the  head, 
neck  and  chest  of  tl>e  sheep.  The  head  must  Ik;  small  and  line  carry- 
ing two  small  ears.  A  small  clean  head  indicates  a  gftod  (|uality  of 
hone  (fine)  and  itidirecily  a  hijj^h  percentajje  of  net  weij^ht  in  rela 
lion  to  live  weight.  The  Imeness  of  hc.id  nnist  not  exclude:  1. — a 
wide,  strong,  short,  jaw  which  characters  a  g(M>d  organ  of  mastifi 
cation.     2. — wdl  <»pened  nostrils,  indicating  free  respiration. 

The  eyes  without  Ixjing  t(K)  salient  must  lie  well  ojjened. 

The  \(H)k  must  be  (luick,  clean,  calm  and  not  agitated,  nor  frigh- 
tened for  the  look  is  a  general  analysis  of  the  character,  one  will  com 
plete  the  examination  of  the  eye  by  that  of  the  nnicuous  membrane  of 
the  eye-lid  which  must  not  be  too  red  nor  too  pale. 

The  neck  which  gives  meat  of  poor  quality  shall  be  short,  thick 
and  round.  The  neck  should  give  a  round  cut  rather  than  oval. 
Wrinkles  under  the  throat  and  a  large  dewlap  are  undesirable. 

The  breast  must  be  wide  which  is  an  evident  proof  of  a  wide 
chest  as  well  as  a  complete  easy  movement  of  the  heart  and  lungs 
The  breast  must  be  wide  the  shoulders  must  be  well  apart  but  not 
salient,  they  must  be  well  padded  with  flesh  in  front  and  behind 
and  blend  imperceptibly  into  the  neck  and  withers.  The  breast 
being  wide,  the  iegs  shall  be  well  distanced  next  to  the  body.  The\ 
should  be  also  well  spaced  in  their  lower  part.  Well  set  straight 
legs,  are  to  be  looked  for. 

From  a  side-view  one  can  examine  the  lenght  breath  and  deptli 
of  the  body  and  the  limbs. 

It  is  prudent  to  first  examine  the  general  confo«-mation  of  the 
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IxKly.  which  is  best  done  by  applying  a  yard-stick  or  straight  edge 
to  the  body  of  the  sheep  or  ram. 

1. — From  the  withers  to  the  tail  head;  one  can  judf,'c  the  top  line. 


Side-view. 

a-l>   Top-line 

c-<I    Untler-line 

t-g  side-line 


2.— From  the  lowest  part  of  the  sternum  to  the  stifle-joint:  one 
will  judge  the  under-line. 

3.— On  each  side  from  the  point  of  the  shoulder  to  the  point  of 
the  thigh;  on.  can  judge  the  side-lines. 

The  straighter  these  lines,  the  more  contact  will  there  be  with 
the  yard-stick  and  more  perfect  shall  be  the  conformation.  The 
straight  top-line  does  away  with  the  convex  and  concave  back.  The 
straight  under-line  indicates  the  width  of  chest  and  hind  quarters 
(|)elvis),  as  well  as  an  abdomen  of  normal  size. 

It  is  now  easier  to  examine  : 

1.— The  lenghi  of  barrel  lenght  of  ribs  and  especially  the  lenght 
of  rump  which  indicates  the  widtli  of  legs. 


:i 


f. 


-B- 

2.— The  depth  of  ban  Ci,  Lccween  the  top  and  under-Hne,  indica- 
ting the  depth  of  chest  and  tht  good  development  without  exagera- 
tion  of  the  digestive  or^..  .s. 

3.— The  breadth  of  barrel  between  the  lateral-lines.  The  whole 
body  should  be  wide,  broad  at  the  withers  between  the  shoulders,  the 
vertebrae  not  being  salient;  wide  at  the  loin,  which  will  furnish  a 
nice  fleshy  chop. 

Making  a  step  or  tv/o  backwards  we  will  examine  the  lenght  o^ 
the  limbs  which  being  of  little  value  will  be  very  short;  the  barrel 
being  as  near  the  ground  as  possible. 


oquareness  ol  rumy 


One  must  examine  the  sheep  from  "the  rear.  The  sheep  or  ram 
must  be  wide  at  the  hook-bones  and  pin-bones  (hips  and  buttocks). 
Looking  over  the  animal  the  rump  must  not  ressemble  a  trapesoid, 
the  wide  base  of  which  would  be  at  the  hips  and  the  narrow  bas^ 
at  the  buttocks. 

On  the  vontrary  the  4  lines  bordering  the  rump  must  circums- 
cribe a  real  square. 
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.n„^:TLl^'  ^'""""  ^"^"^  '«''''-"'«'  •»  'h^  "-  of  .he 
The  leg  must  therefore  be  fleshy  and  well  let  down. 


Squareness  of  quarters 


THE  FLEECE 


quality, 


The  fleece  must  be  exan,ined  or  judged  according  to  quantity  and 
a)  WEIGHT  OR  QUANTITY 


There  is  no  better  or  more  certain  method  of  iudrinc  the  flee-e 

*rgh  ea™h  flle^Sd  t    ^  T^'-^"  ""  "«  ""^ '  -uH  "b^^" 
\veign  each  fleece  and  keep  as  breeding-stock  the  sheep  which  hiv^ 
given  the  heaviest  fleece,  providing  they  are  also  of  X  H^ht  t  ,„ 
lormation  tor  meat  production.  "^ 
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But  one  can  not  always  cut  and  weigh  the  fleece  (when  a  ram  is 
bought  for  exemple).  one  should  be  able  to  appreciate  the  weight 
of  the  fleece  by  its  density,  extension  and  lenght  of  fiber. 

1.— Lenght  of  wool.  One  can  easily  appreciate  the  lenght  bv 
pulling  a  lock  or  a  fiber  and  measuring  it  after  having  stretched  it 
But  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  fibers  are  not  of  the  same  lenght 
on  the  different  parts  of  the  body;  it  is  very  long  on  the  shoulders  and 
back  and  much  shorter  on  the  limbs.  The  time  elapsed  since  the 
last  shearing  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration. 

2.— The  density,  that  is  its  thickness,  compactness,  the  larger 
the  number  of  fibers  to  the  square  inch,  the  heavier  and  denser  will 
be  the  fleece.  The  density  is  extraordinary  for  certain  breeds.  It  is 
estimated,  that  the  fleece  of  the  Merinos  contains  40,000  to  45  000 
fibers  to  the  square  inch.  Whatever  breed  is  adopted,  dense  fleece 
must  be  looked  for  in  the  breeding  stock,  for  density  is  in  relation 
not  only  to  weight  but  also  fineness  of  fibers. 

Density  is  appreciated  by  sight.  One  can  easily  notice  a  dense 
ileece  by  a  good  look;  but  a  touch  with  the  hand  is  still  better.  The 
fleece  will  be  denser  according  to  the  greater  resistance  felt  by  the 
hand  when  laid  flat  on  the  back  of  the  sheep. 

3.— Surface  of  fleere.  The  fleece  of  the  breeding  stock  will 
CKlend  well  under  the  body,  the  belly  being  well  covered.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  weight  is  in  proportion  to  the  surface  covered  by  the  fleece. 

'       b)  QUALITY 


To  make  a  perfect  selection,  as  to  quality  of  the  wool,  an  old 
cv-pert  would  be  necessary.  The  choice  will  be  sufficient,  if  the  bree- 
ders look  for  the  following  qualities  : 

1.— The  fineness  of  fibers,  that  is  the  tenuity  of  the  fiber,  small 
diameter. 

The  commercial  experts  use  a  micrometer  to  judge  the  fineness 
of  diameter  but  one  can  easily  judge  it  by  laying  it  on  a  black  cloth. 


Leicester  Ram 


Shropshire  Rmio 


From   the  Dominion   Uve-»tock  branch 
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2. — Undulation.  Wool  is  aJways  more  or  less  undulated  or  spi- 
rally. Although  this  might  be  discussed  it  is  generally  estimated  that 
the  fineness  and  elasticity  are  proportionate  to  the  number  of  fibers 
to  the  square  inch. 

3.— Uniformity  of  fiber;  it  is  important  that  the  diameter  be 
uniform  throughout  the  knght  of  the  fiber.  It  happens  when  a  sheep 
is  unthrifty  that  the  diameter  becomes  reduced  in  places.  The  wool 
becomes  weak,  and  hfas  less  value.  When  tht  breeding-stock  is  sound 
and  thrifty  (others  should  always  be  discarded)  there  is  little  danger 
of  this  irr^^larity  of  diameter. 

4. — Resistance  and  elasticity.  These  are  essential  qualities  for 
the  manufacturer,  and  it  is  readily  estimated  that  an  undulated 
V  -ol  of  unifonn  diameter  is  resistant  and  elastic.  There  is  still  ano- 
I'e;  means,  the  wool  is  lubricated,  oiled  by  the  yolk,  greasy  matter 
.'ccreled  by  the  sebaceous  glands  of  the  skin..  The  fiber  will  be,  sup 
pie,  elastic,  and  strong  according  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
yolk,  by  w4iich  it  has  been  lubriated. 

One  can  easily  notice  the  abundance  of  yolk;  its  qaulity  will  be 
judged  according  to  its  whitness  and  greasyness. 


